5.20.1 Environmental Setting

5.20.1.1

High Fire Risk Areas and State Responsibility Areas

a) Identify areas of high fire risk or State Responsibility Areas (SRAs) within
the Project Area.

Provide GIS data for the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) and Fire Hazard
Severity Zones (FHSZ) mapping along the project alignment. Include areas
mapped by CPUC as moderate and high fire threat districts as well as areas
mapped by CalFire.

b) Identify any areas the utility has independently identified as High FHSZ
known to occur within the Proposed Project vicinity.

5.20.1.2

Fire Occurrence. Identify all recent (within the last 10 years) large fires that
have occurred within the project vicinity.

For each fire, identify the following:

a) Name of the fire
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b) Location of fire

a

<) Ignition source and location of ignition

a
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d) Amount of land burned
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a

e) Boundary of fire area in GIS

a
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5.20.1.3

Fire Risk. Provide the following information for assessment of baseline fire
risk in the area:

a) Provide fuel modeling using Scott Burgan fuel models, or other model of
similar quality.

b) Provide values of wind direction and speed, relative humidity, and
temperature for representative weather stations along the alignment for the
previous 10 years, gathered hourly.

Section references Appendix L for 5 years (not 10 years) of
weather data presented in GIS format.

¢) Digital elevation models for the topography in the Project region showing
the relationship between terrain and wind patterns, as well as localized
topography to show the effects of terrain on wind flow, and on a more local
area to show effect of slope on fire spread.

d) Describe vegetation fuels within the Project vicinity and provide data in
map format for the project vicinity. USDA Fire Effects Information System or
similar data source should be consulted to determine high-risk vegetation
types. Provide the mapped vegetation fuels data in GIS format.

Vegetation information provided in table format.
Vegetation map not provided.

5.20.1.4

Values at Risk. Identify values at risk along the proposed alignment. Values
at risk may include: Structures, improvements, rare habitat, other values at
risk, (including utility-owned infrastructure) within 1000 feet of the project.
Provide some indication as to its vulnerability (wood structures vs. all steel
features).

Communities and/or populations near the Project should be identified with
their proximity to the Project defined.

References Section 5.14




References Sections 5.9 and Section 5.17. Change typo of
"Table 5.20-1 of Section 5.17" to "Table 5.17-1 of Section
5.17". Sections 5.9 or 5.17 do not identify if any of the
roads adjacent to or within the Project Area are City or
County designated evacuation routes.

5.20.1.5 Evacuation Routes. Identify all evacuation routes that are adjacent to or
within the Project Area. Identify any roads that lack a secondary point of
access or exit (e.g., cul-de-sacs).
] ]
Identify any roads that lack a secondary point of access or exit (e.g., cul-de-
sacs). O O
5.20.2 Regulatory Setting
5.20.2.1 Regulatory Setting. Identify applicable federal, state, and local laws,
policies, and standards for wildfire. O O
5.20.2.2 CPUC Standards. Identify any CPUC standards that apply to wildfire
management of the new facilities. O O
5.20.3 Impact Questions
5.20.3.1 Impact Questions. All impact questions for this resource area in the current
version of CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G. O O
5.20.3.2 Additional CEQA Impact Questions: None
] ]
5.20.4 Impact Analysis
5.20.4.1 Impact Analysis. Provide an impact analysis for each significance criteria
identified in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines for this resource area and
any additional impact questions listed above. o o
Include the following information in the impact analysis:
5.20.4.2 Fire Behavior Modeling. For any new electrical lines, provide modeling to
support the analysis of wildfire risk.
] ]
5.20.4.3 Wildfire Management. Describe approaches that would be implemented
during operation and maintenance to manage wildfire risk in the area.
O O
Provide a copy of any Wildfire Management Plan.
] ]
5.20.5 CPUC Draft Environmental Measures (from Attachment 4)
Construction Fire Prevention Plan. A project-specific Construction Fire
Prevention Plan for both construction and operation of the project shall be
submitted for review prior to initiation of construction. A draft copy of the
Plan shall be provided to the CPUC and state and local fire agencies at least
90 days before the start of any construction activities in areas designated as
Very High or High Fire Hazard Severity Zones. Plan reviewers shall also
include federal, state, or local agencies with jurisdiction over areas where the
project is located. The final Plan shall be approved by the CPUC at least 30
days prior to the initiation of construction activities.

See below for specific impact analysis comments

Fire behavior modelng not provided because the Project is
not within a CPUC designated HFTD. However, a portion of
the project is within AZ High, Very High, and Extreme fire
threat zones with Scott & Burgen fire behavior
classifications. We agree that a specific model is not
needed for the majority of the route, but a more specific
discussion of the the fire risk impact in the AZ High, Very
High, and Extreme designations should be prepared in
Section 5.20.4.2.5, specificaly referencing the vegetation
and S&B Fire Behavior classification in this area.




The Plan shall be fully implemented throughout the construction period and
include the following at a minimum:
OThe purpose and applicability of the Plan
O Responsibilities and duties
O Preparedness training and drills
O Procedures for fire reporting, response, and prevention that include:
o Identification of daily site-specific risk conditions
o The tools and equipment needed on vehicles and to be on
hand at sites
o Reiteration of fire prevention and safety considerations
during tailboard meetings
o Daily monitoring of the red-flag warning system with
appropriate restrictions on types and levels of permissible
activity
O Coordination procedures with federal and local fire officials
O Crew training, including fire safety practices and restrictions
0 Method(s) for verifying that all Plan protocols and requirements are being
followed

A project Fire Marshal or similar qualified position shall be established to
enforce all provisions of the Construction Fire Prevention Plan as well as
perform other duties related to fire detection, prevention, and suppression
for the project. Construction activities shall be monitored to ensure
implementation and effectiveness of the Plan.

Fire Prevention Practices (Construction and Mai e)

The Applicant shall implement ongoing fire patrols during the fire season as
defined each year by local, state, and federal fire agencies. These dates vary
from year to year, generally occurring from late spring through dry winter
periods. During Red Flag Warning events, as issued daily by the National
Weather Service, all construction/maintenance activities shall cease, with an
exception for transmission line testing, repairs, unfinished work, or other
specific activities which may be allowed if the facility/equipment poses a
greater fire risk if left in its current state.

All construction/maintenance crews and inspectors shall be provided with
radio and cellular telephone access that is operational in all work areas and
access routes to allow for immediate reporting of fires.

Communication pathways and equipment shall be tested and confirmed
operational each day prior to initiating construction/maintenance activities at
each work site. All fires shall be reported to the fire agencies with jurisdiction
in the area immediately upon discovery of the ignition.




All construction/maintenance personnel shall be trained in fire-safe
actions, initial attack firefighting, and fire reporting. All construction/
maintenance personnel shall be trained and equipped to extinguish
small fires in order to prevent them from growing into more serious
threats. All construction/maintenance personnel shall carry at all times
a laminated card and be provided a hard hat sticker that list pertinent
telephone numbers for reporting fires and defining immediate steps
to take if a fire starts. Information on laminated contact cards and
hard hat stickers shall be updated and redistributed to all
construction/ maintenance personnel and outdated cards and hard
hat stickers shall be destroyed prior to the initiation of
construction/maintenance activities on the day the information
change goes into effect.

Construction/maintenance personnel shall have fire suppression
equipment on all construction vehicles.

Construction/maintenance personnel shall be required to park
vehicles away from dry vegetation. Water tanks and/or water trucks
shall be sited or available at active project sites for fire protection
during construction. The Applicant shall coordinate with applicable
local fire departments prior to construction/ maintenance activities to
determine the appropriate amounts of fire equipment to be carried on
vehicles and, should a fire occur, to coordinate fire suppression
activities.
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